Family Ministry
Despite April’s challenging weather, we had a glorious month
at MSPC! The Palm Sunday Cookie Sale, with the help of
twenty bakers, five organizers, and four sellers, raised over
nine hundred dollars to use for Vacation Bible School and the
Mission Trip. Thank you to everyone who helped with the
sale and to everyone who bought cookies and donated money towards the effort. The Easter Sunday Easter Egg Hunt
was fun; kids and their families enjoyed searching for eggs,
playing games, singing, eating sweets, and doing crafts.
Vacation Bible School registration has begun and is nearly
full, so sign up to participate or volunteer at
www.myvbs.org/mspc right away!
Coming up in May, we will finish our Cooking Series with Pat
Pritz on May 15, continue our Mission Trip training on May
16, and celebrate our graduating seniors on May 22. Please
contact the church asap if you have a senior who will graduate
from high school or college this spring!
Summer programming for children and youth is currently being
planned. While the nursery and Worship Explorers programs will continue every Sunday without interruption, Sunday School classes will take a break from June 26 through September 11. Children and
youth will be invited to the church on a weekday afternoon each week for activities and spiritual lessons
during the summer hiatus. Anyone who wishes to help plan or man this eight-week effort should
contact Missy Hardy.
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New Sermon Series
Ephesians: Called to Be the Church
Our era is one of aching loneliness. A recent report from Harvard University indicates that over a
third of all Americans report feeling lonely either
frequently or almost all the time. For the age
group 18-25, the number of people reporting this
level of isolation shoots up to 61%. This epidemic
of loneliness has far-reaching consequences: depression, addiction, and ill health are all associated with loneliness. Extreme groups troll the back
waters of the online world, seeking lonely people
to radicalize into weapons.
In the face of this crisis of loneliness, Christ sends
us to proclaim the world, “You don’t have to go it
alone!”
God’s good plan for our journey through life includes a band of companions, a fellowship of disciples, a family of faith. God designed human beings
to flourish within community. Paul succinctly
teaches this truth in the book of Romans: “For just
as each of us has one body with many members,
and these members do not all have the same function, so in Christ we, though many, form one body,
and each member belongs to all the
others.” (Romans 12:4-5)
For the next 2 months, we’ll be focusing on Paul’s
letter to the Ephesians, which teaches us how to
live in a Christ-centered community of
faith. We’ll talk about deep topics, such as:
•
•
•
•

•

how Christ reveals to us our truest identity
how Christ heals divisions among groups of
people
how to pray for powerful transformation
how a healthy Christian community helps us
grow into our best selves
how to persevere in the face of immense
difficulty

You don’t want to miss any of this series as we explore the principles for being God’s community
sent to share hope with the world. I look forward
to seeing you in worship!
Soli Deo Gloria, Russell
In joyful response to our Easter Sunday
Worship Service, Evelyn McCarthy was
inspired to write a poem.

Hope Wins
Days go by – busy, busy.
Sadness kicks in.
Life feels overwhelming.
How can one overcome these feelings?
There doesn’t seem to be an answer.
Finally one day I cry out
Help me God.
My ideas are crashing one by one.
At first there is silence.
I stand by a window.
I feel forlorn, alone, helpless.
Suddenly a ray of sunshine brightens my
view.
A voice speaks to my heart.
Little one, do not lose hope.
I will see you through these troubled times.
Hope always wins.
I think about those words, the promise,
The assurance that hope wins.
My shoulders straighten.
I pray once more.
I ask God to give me direction.
I thank Him for caring about me.
And once more I praise my Lord
For the renewed belief that hope truly wins.

Evelyn McCarthy, April 17, 2022

Upcoming Events

Mission Team Lunch and Learn

Madeira Walk to School Day will be
Wednesday, May 4th. Donuts, juice and
coffee will be provided to students and
Shawn Wuske from Transforming Jail Ministries is
parents at the front office entrance
coming May 15 to speak to our congregation
beginning at 8:00am.
briefly at both services. He will then have a more
The Village of Indian Hill in depth discussion after the second service in the
chapel. A light lunch will be provided for all.
and the City of Madeira
will have a brief program Transforming Jail Ministries was founded in 2007
for the 71st National Day by a group of people who had longtime jail ministries. Their volunteers represent 29 adult jail
of Prayer on Thursday,
chaplains and more than 120 pastors and minisMay 5, beginning at
7:30am. Gather at the Veterans Memorial, corner ters from the greater Cincinnati area. TJM volunteers come from all Christian faiths; Evangelical,
of Shawnee Run and Drake Roads. In case of inclement weather, we will gather in Council Cham- mainline, other Protestant churches and Roman
Catholics. TJM is considered an ecumenicalbers at the Village of Indian Hill Administrative
Christian and interfaith community. Shawn has
Building.
been developing a discipleship reentry program
Munch Bunch News—On April for men and women being released from incarcer14th, the Munch Bunch had a won- ation. Last month they trained their first five disderful luncheon at Desha’s American cipleship coaches for their new reentry program
Tavern. The fine cuisine and marvel- and will be scheduling more training sessions
ous fellowship made for a great ex- throughout the year. We hope you come on May
perience for all who came. Gracious 15 to learn more about Shawn’s ministry.
Karen Irvin, a first time visitor won the $25 door
prize.

The next Munch Bunch will be May 12 at The National Exemplar, 6880 Wooster Pike, Cincinnati,
OH 45227. The sign up sheet is in the Narthex.
Contact Donna Higdon for information.

Thank you from our Police Department

To the Madeira-Silverwood Presbyterian Church
Congregation, A huge thank you from all our officers for the wonderful Easter cookies! Your kindness has a tremendous impact on our officers and
our community. Thank you from the Madeira
The Outreach Ministry Police Department
team invites you to
show the love of Christ
Sunday, May 8th is
to the community by
Mother’s Day!
being a part of the PWC
Repair Affair, an annual spring volunteer event run by People Working
Cooperatively. Groups of volunteers with home
repair skills (beginner skills through advanced)
provide important home maintenance services to
low-income seniors and people with disabilities.
This half-day mission trip service project is Saturday, May 14th. Call/text Mike Steur at 513-6046022 or visit http://www.pwchomerepairs.org/
repair-affair. Contact the office to register.

Holy Week at Madeira-Silverwood

On Palm Sunday, our congregation commemorated Jesus Christ’s triumphal entry into Jerusalem
with a joyous combined and well-attended worship service that included the youth (Caroline
Brown, Elijah Lowe, Savannah Hurst and Henry
Brown) waving colorful silk flags during the singing of the hymn ‘Hosanna Loud Hosanna!’ The service featured the cantata ‘Who Do you Say That I
Am?’. Conducted by Music Director Roy Swanson,
the cantata included the Chancel Choir with Orchestra as well as Character Readers who were
casted and directed by Susan Deyo. The songs carried us on the journey through the events leading
from Jesus’ trial to His triumphant coming to life
again while the Character Readers gave us a
glimpse into the hearts and minds of key people
surrounding these events. Thank you to all of the
following: Character Readers: Scott Caudill, Ken
Wegenhart, Rev. Russell Smith, Missy Hardy, Todd
Hardy,
Stephen
Eyre
and
Christy
Lowe. Choir: Madeline Clever, Alfreda Green, Linda Marshall, Barb Schorr, Diane Thornsburg, Lynda
Whitman, Theresa Zugger, Dorothy Crane, Carole
Daugherty, Mary Beth Davis, Susan Deyo, Adele
Enns, Elizabeth Moore, Roger Hettesheimer,
Haksung Lee, Tim Glier, Larry Lewis, Cliff Thornsburg. Orchestra: Rebecca Andres, Anrea Ridilla,
Brian Deyo, Brad Granville, Kole Pantuso, Ben
Hunter, Kyle Malesevich, Mike Meloy, Sooyeon
Baik, Shannon Lock, Amanda Mangialardo, Theresa
Orth, Lucas Orth, Aaron Jacobs. Sound and
Lights: Randy Campbell, Myles Tharpe and Nathan Cromer. Bulletin Cantata Lyrics: Cheryl
Weiss.
Following the Palm Sunday service, the congregation gathered in Fellowship Hall where they were
treated to a delicious sit-down brunch from Bob
Evans served by Deacons and helpers amongst delightful Easter-themed table centerpieces and the
sounds of banter and laughter as everyone enjoyed
each other’s company. Thank you to the following

for brunch: Austen Bailey, Caleb Bailey, Dale Clever, Crystal Dahlmeier, Carole Daugherty, Connie
Kappes, Jessie Karthik, Russ Kennedy, Larry Lewis,
Catriona Luke, Dan Moore, Debbie Mitchell, Stephanie Samuels, Barb Schorr, Don Schorr, Roman
Thompson, Sandy Thompson, and Connie Wilson
On Maundy Thursday, meditations on the Prayer
Covenant, on the New Commandment and on the
Lord’s Supper was presented by pastors Rev. Stephen Eyre, Rev. Maurice Mitchell and Senior Pastor, Rev. Russell Smith. Communion was a time to
reflect inwardly while stopping at the hanging
cross and the Prayer Covenant backdrop, now with
three crosses present. Following a small message
on the celebration of God’s work during Lent (Rev.
Eyre), handbells surrounding the sanctuary rang
33 times in succession in honor of Jesus’ age at the
time of the crucifixion. The congregation then left
in silence as the prelude to Good Friday. Our noontime Good Friday service featured scriptural readings, congregational hymns, and time for quiet contemplation. Thank you to Rev. Eyre, Rev. Mitchell,
and Roy Swanson for your leadership.
On Easter Sunday, the sanctuary was filled with
the fresh, spring scent of colorful tulips and daffodils framing a backdrop of the empty tomb with
sunlight streaming in. The flowers were provided
by the congregation in honor or in memory of
friends and family. It was a triumphant and beautiful day to celebrate that ‘Jesus has risen!’ ‘He has
risen indeed, Hallelujah!’.

