
 

As we near the end of the year, it is natural to look 
back and reflect.   The Thanksgiving season we’ve 
just enjoyed has been a great time of remember-
ing God’s provision and blessing. 
 

Advent, on the other hand, invites us to consider 
how God has worked in the hard times of the past 
year.  Advent is the season of waiting for Jesus, 
yearning for Him to come and fix this broken, 
messed up, dysfunctional world. Pick your crisis: 
job loss, having your character maligned, relation-
ship problems, illness, shattering of a cherished 
dream, death of a loved one, broken friendships, 
or change in general.  When we remember these 
things, do we not sing “O Come, O Come Immanu-
el” with a bit more longing in our voice?  As we 
reflect on hard times, don’t we feel a little more 
deeply the lyrics of “Come thou long expected Je-
sus, born to set thy people free”? 
 

This Advent, we will journey through the book of 
Ruth. It’s a story that begins with suffering, loss, 
and calamity. But through the story, we learn how 
God accomplishes extraordinary things through 
ordinary people. Ruth tells the story of how God 
works through His people to provide encourage- 
ment for the despairing, provision for the needy, 

hope for the future, and salvation for the lost.   
 

Most relevant to this season, Ruth tells the story 
of the birth of a child who brings hope and 
joy.  That child then has a long line of descend-
ants; a line that culminates in the birth of another 
child: Christ. The ordinary people of the story of 
Ruth are all the progenitors in our extraordinary 
Savior, Jesus Christ. 
 

Russell 
 

 
 

Thank you for your enthusiastic re-
sponse to the Operation Christmas 
Child mission!  We gathered generous 
monetary donations for postage and a 

multitude of shoebox gifts to send to kids around 
the world.  These kids will be invited to partici-
pate in “The Greatest Journey,” a follow-up disci-
pleship program designed especially for shoebox 
gift recipients. 
 

Did you know that every five minutes, someone 
in the Tri-State area needs blood? You never 
know when you, a family member, a neighbor, or 
friend will need an emergency blood transfusion. 
Help us raise 200 life-saving pints of blood over 
the holidays. Join the Madeira-Silverwood Give 
the Gift of Life Blood Drive Challenge from No-
vember 14-December 31. Sign up to donate at 
any Hoxworth location during that time. Be sure 
to mention donor code MDB to credit your dona-
tion to the Madeira-Silverwood Gift of Life  
challenge.  
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Thank you for 
your most gener-
ous monetary gifts 
for the Thanksgiv-
ing Food Baskets.  
With your support 
we were able to 
provide food for 
seventeen families 
- three more than 

last year. Recipients include members of our con-
gregation, Madeira Preschool, Deer Park, Hartwell 
and West Cincinnati.  This ministry is one that the 
Deacons have done for many years and one of our 
most cherished traditions.  The responses we re-
ceive are both gratifying and humbling.  As the 
recipients come to the church to collect their gro-
ceries, they are so thankful and appreciative.  For 
some, the Thanksgiving meal would be meager 
without these food gifts.   
 

The Bible is clear on the church’s mandate to give.  
“Feed the hungry and help those in trouble.  Then 
your light will shine out from the darkness and 
the darkness around you will be as bright as 
noon.”  (Isaiah 58:10)  The light is shining a little 
brighter in seventeen homes this Thanksgiving 
thanks to your generosity. 
 

"Do not neglect to do good and to share what 
you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to 
God." Hebrews 13:16 (ESV) Every year at Christ-
mas, our Deacons lead us in blessing the commu-
nity by organizing a Giving Tree. On this tree are 
stars with the names of children from our com-
munity (including children from Madeira, Deer 
Park, Hartwell, and West Cincinnati). Each star 
also tells the age, gender, and gift suggestions for 
that child. In the interest of fairness for all the 
children, we ask you to limit your gifts to $40. 
There are 3 ways you can bless a child through 
the Deacons' Giving Tree: 
 

Come to church and select a child's name from 
the bulletin board in the entry foyer. For each 
child, there is both a yellow and a blue star. 
 

• Take the yellow star that lists the age,  
       gender and gift ideas. 
•     Write your name and contact information  
        on the blue star 
• Return the blue star to the bulletin board. 
• Purchase and wrap your gifts. 

• Attach the yellow star to your wrapped  
 gifts. 
•     Return your gift(s) to the church by Sun
 day, December 11th. 
 

Contact the church office to request one or 
more children. Our Deacons will be in touch with 
you with information about the child(ren) you 
have been assigned. You may either bring your 
purchased and wrapped gifts to the church by 
Sunday, December 11th or you may request that a 
Deacon pick up your gift.  
 

Make a contribution to the Deacon fund and 
our Deacons will purchase, wrap, and distribute 
the gift(s). Let's make this a great Christmas for 
our community. 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Six of our members participated in Matthew 
25’s  annual (Hunger5KWalk/Run) on Novem-
ber 5. Additionally other members cash contribu-
tions. Matthew 25 Ministries is a wonderful out-
reach organization that provides disaster relief, 
not only in the USA, but also in other parts of the 
world. MSPC supports Matthew 25 Ministries 
through our Deacons outreach efforts. The run/
walk experience was amazing with several thou-
sand people travelling the course in Blue Ash.  
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"We are all on a journey.    The journey to the birth 
of Jesus was foretold by God through the prophets 
hundreds of years before it actually hap-
pened. Journeys are sometimes difficult, yet when 
the journey is complete, we feel a sense of celebra-
tion and accomplishment." "Journey to the Birth of 
Jesus" is a musical journey that takes us from the 
prophets, through the 400 year silence of God, to 
the struggles of Mary and Joseph, finally arriving at 
the joyful arrival of Christ. 
 

On Sunday, December 18, we will have one single 
worship service at 10 am. This service will feature 
the world premiere of our Music Director's new 
Christmas Cantata: "Journey to the Birth of  
Jesus."  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The holidays are always a warm and joyful time. 
We hope you'll join us for our special holiday wor-
ship services: 
 

Christmas Eve 5pm This family friendly service 
features a children's Christmas drama, a festive 
brass ensemble, and a retelling of the Christmas 
story through scriptures and reflections. 
 

Christmas Eve 9:30pm This contemplative ser-
vice features cherished Christmas carols, a heart-
felt meditation on the gift of Christ, and a candle-
lighting ceremony. 
 

Christmas Day 10 am Come as you are and join us 
on Christmas day as for a cozy worship service fea-
turing a Christmas carol sing-a-long (where the 
congregation picks the carols) and a meditation on 
the meaning of Christmas. 
 

New Year's Day 10am Come as you are and sing in 
the New Year with your favorite carols and hymns. 
Reflect with us on God's providence in the year 
past, and join us in hope for God's provision in the 
year to come. 
 
 
 

 
Munch Bunch—The next luncheon will 
be December 8 at The Cheesecake 
Factory at 11:30am. Sign up in the 
front entry. For questions, reach out to 
Donna Higdon. 
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Isn’t it easy to complain that Christmas has become too commercial, and that people have forgotten the 
true meaning of Christmas? We lament how busy we become during the holidays with all the shopping, 
cooking, decorating, partying, and visiting that we believe is expected of us, and so we blame societal 
pressures for our own choices about how to spend our limited time, resources, and energy.  Isn’t it 
true, though, that these activities ARE the true meaning of Christmas? Shouldn’t we celebrate the 
birth of Jesus Christ by loving our family and friends as Jesus loves us? Let’s look at these activities with 
new eyes, remembering that love, in the many ways we show it 
for each other, is indeed the meaning of Christmas! The love lan-
guages of gift giving (Christmas shopping), quality time (parties 
and family gatherings), acts of service (cooking meals, decorat-
ing, hosting), words of affirmation (Christmas cards), and physi-
cal touch (cozying up on the couch watching Christmas specials 
on TV) are all sincere ways of sharing Jesus’ love for us with each 
other during the holiday season. Stop thinking of these activities 
as a distraction from the meaning of Christmas, and embrace the 
activities you have chosen as a perfect way to love your family 
and friends. —Missy  
 

The Journey to Bethlehem, hosted by Heritage Presbyterian Church on December 4 from 5:00-
8:00pm, is an “open house” type of evening.  Part of the evening is a 45-minute guided walking tour 
through seven different stations, including a puppet show told from the perspective of a donkey, a live 
manger scene, and music of prophecy provided by the Little Miami Select Choir. The other part of the 
evening includes a simple supper and activities to help visitors learn about the life and culture of the 
time. There are stations for children’s crafts, a story-teller, playing board games of the time, cooking 
biblical food, learning about the food/spices in the Bible, and learning to write in Hebrew.  There is an 
“artisan” room, where a potter, wood worker, and weaver are present to demonstrate their craft and to 
help you create a piece of art.  It is a great evening of fun and experiential learning that sets the tone for 
Advent. Let’s meet at our church at 4:25 and carpool or caravan to the event! 
 

Light in the Forest is a winter tradition offered at Cincinnati Nature Center’s Rowe Woods location.  
Check out their website for a description of this peaceful walk through the lighted forest. We will meet 
there at the gift shop at 7:00 pm on Sunday, December 18 and enjoy the walk together. https://
calendar.cincynature.org/event/light-in-the-forest/ 
 

“‘Twas the Night Before Christmas, a Christmas Play” will debut on Christmas Eve at the 5:00 pm 
service. Come see some children of the church under the direction of Megan Shaffer and Gina Cutshall 
present their version of the Christmas story, complete with costumes, music, and a little humor. If you 
have any drama-related talent that you’d like to share, contact Missy Hardy. 

Family Ministry 


