Family Ministry

September 2022

After spending the summer immersed in Vacation Bible School and the ASP Mission Trip, Family Ministry began shifting gears to return to a routine by having our inaugural “Backpack Blessing,” a short
ceremony held on August 14 in church to provide encouragement and prayers for the entire education
community. Twenty-nine students, teachers, bus drivers, and school employees participated and received prayers and a backpack tag with a carefully chosen verse written on it.
What’s Happening Next?
Sunday School will begin in mid-September: who wants to volunteer this year? The Family Ministry
Volunteer Team is a diverse group of older, younger, newer, and veteran members of the church who
truly enjoy sharing God’s word with the children of the church. Volunteers can choose which age group
to serve and the amount of time they are comfortable committing to each month. Volunteering gives
members the opportunity to deepen their understanding of the Gospel while getting to know the kids
and co-teachers, which can renew and deepen their faith. Let’s talk about how you can help!
Youth Group will begin on September 4th. We will again have a wide variety of weekly activities and
aim to include all ages approximately once each month. After learning how much our church’s youth
enjoyed helping others in Appalachia, we will incorporate some local mission work into our programming this year.

Backpack Blessing
August 14
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Staff Highlight
Sooyeon Baik
As of the first Sunday of August, I started my 5th
(!) year at MSPC as a pianist—time flies! I am truly
grateful to God for leading me to be part of the
MSPC family, the most supportive and loving community I could ever ask for.
For the people who don’t’ know me well, I am
originally from Seoul, the capital city of South Korea. I moved to Cincinnati in 2014 to study at College-Conservatory of Music, University of Cincinnati where I have completed my undergraduate
and master's degree, and where I am now wrapping up my doctoral degree in piano performance.
I did not expect I would be in the same city for this
long, but it happened very naturally for me to decide to stay here as Cincinnati had given me many
opportunities to develop my career and to meet
good people. Thankfully, I was offered a position
as an adjunct instructor from Ohio University in
Athens starting this fall in collaborative piano. So,
it will be a really busy year for me as I will be performing a lot while commuting between Cincinnati and Athens every week! If you see me looking
tired towards the end of the year, please remind
me to have one more cup of coffee! :)
I have presented a few recitals virtually and inperson at MSPC and am hoping to do more of
these in the future for the community, possibly
with more CCMers and local musicians. Please
keep an eye on the updates, and I look forward to
seeing you and talking with you at those events!

Foundations Class
Foundations Class—Interested in learning more
about membership at MSPC? Pastor Smith’s Foundations class is the place to start. Foundations is a
four-week class that explores the dynamics of
Christian discipleship: Engaging in a vital rela-

tionship with the Christ, Growing in grace as a
part of a purposeful community, and Serving
through the good works that God the Father has
prepared for us. While this class is designed for
those interested in learning more about membership in the church, Pastor Smith encourages current members who want a spiritual refresher to
join the class. Class sessions will be on Sunday
afternoons at 4:30pm from September 18 - October 9. You can register by giving us your contact information on a pew envelope (write
“Foundations Class” on the prayer request side)
or by contacting Donna in the church office at
513-791-4470 or mspc@madeirachurch.org.

Disciple Bible Study
DISCIPLE is a 34-week Bible study aimed at
developing strong Christian leaders that give
Old and New Testaments equal time. DISCIPLE
draws upon the work of scholars, personal Bible
reading, and weekly group discussions. Time
commitment is 30-40 minutes of daily reading in
preparation for weekly group meetings on
Tuesday nights from 6:30-8 pm starting Sept
13th. Each disciple will need a study manual that
costs $45 for a 9 month in-depth study. The study
manual provides space for taking notes while
reading Scripture and for recording thoughts and
questions arising out of the daily study and weekly group session. We will not read the entire Bible, but study the major stories and themes. Contact Brian Thompson for more information and
join us on Sunday, September 11th, at 10 am in
the Chapel for the class introduction.

Munch Bunch
The next luncheon will be Thursday, September
8 at 11:30am at Trio’s. The sign-up sheet is in
the front entry.

Worship Arts Ministry

Thank you for your continued support of the
Missions Committee and those MSPC supports.
We look forward to you joining our next hostMadeira-Silverwood
ed event later this year. Nancy Sterrett / The
Church invites the commu- MSPC Missions Committee
nity to a Remembrance Service, a live butterfly release
Reminder for Cold and Flu Season
for all who are grieving. This
30 minute service takes place September 10 at
9:00 am (rain date: September 11 at 12:15pm). It
will be held in the Prayer Garden.
Allergy, cold, and flu season is upon us, and we
continue to deal with COVID. Paul, in his letter to
…
Choir Rehearsal begins September 3 at the Philippians, writes “…in humility value others
9:30am in the choir room. Come and make above yourselves, not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the othmusic with us. All are welcome!
ers.” (Philippians 2:3b-4). In that spirit, we offer
these reminders:
Mission Committee
• Vaccines and vaccine boosters are well established means of preventing disease or mitigating
against serious adverse effects of disease.
Abdel & Olivia Hdija – AGAPE France
• Hand-washing for at least 30 seconds and
MSPC welcomed Abdel and Olivia Hdija and their avoiding touching the face are good practices that
family on Sunday, August 7. Abdel spoke briefly reduce risk of getting or transmitting illness.
during both services and the Missions Committee • Everyone has different personal boundaries
hosted those interested in hearing more of their regarding greetings (handshakes, hugging, fist
ministry during the 10am hour.
bumps, etc.). Please be gracious when other people communicate their personal boundaries and
Abdel shared of his participation in the Evangelis- respect their preferences.
tic Outreach to Arabs in Paris in early July. Seven • Wearing a mask for indoor gatherings is welArabic churches worked together on this evange- comed - whether vaccinated or unvaccinated.
listic outreach.
• If you have COVID or flu-like symptoms or if
otherwise you feel unwell, we encourage you to
Olivia continues with her counseling and disciple- stay home and worship with us via Facebook live
ship ministries. Olivia has seen hearts changed (search ‘madeira church’).
for the positive through the programs which include bible teaching and fellowship. Their son,
Ramzi, now lives and works in Atlanta. Sophia
received her doctorate in Physical Therapy in
June. She is making Chicago her home. Nadia and
Adam continue to live in France with Abdel and
Olivia.
Their financial support is at an all-time low. They
ask for our prayers. Pray that God would raise up
prayer and financial partners to join their team
and current partners be challenged to increase
their financial giving. If you are interested in
providing financial support, please reach out to
Jane Howard, Russell Smith or Nancy Sterrett for
additional information.
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