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Rev. Russell Smith
We’ve had an exceptionally busy spring, and
we’ve captured a lot of photos of church
events. Therefore, I’m keeping my column short
this month to make more room for photos, celebrations, and announcements of exciting things
coming up.
I just have one simple challenge for us: On Sunday
mornings, we’ve been working through the book
of Ephesians, which teaches us all about being the
church together. I hope that we all continue to
pray Ephesians 3:16-19 for each other: “I pray
that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen
you with power through his Spirit in your inner
being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts
through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted
and established in love, may have power, together
with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide
and long and high and deep is the love of
Christ, and to know this love that surpasses
knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.” Try praying that
prayer for yourself and for our church every day
this month. What wonderous spiritual growth
might God unleash in our midst in response to our
faithful prayers?

service, “God Speaks”
was performed by the
choir, bell choir, trumpet
ensemble, piano, organ,
and narrators under the
direction of Adele Enns.
Composer Roy Swanson,
who describes the piece
as a “musical experience,” wrote it through deep
inspiration to remind graduates of God’s love, direction, and comfort in their lives as they embark
upon the challenges of their next stage.
Sunday School classes have ended for the season;
Worship Explorers and the nursery will continue
throughout the summer. Many thanks to all the
volunteers who taught Sunday School this year:
Sandy and Brian Thompson, Pat Pritz, Ken Wegenhart, Cheryl Weiss, Christy Lowe, Samantha
Rehorst, Brook Perkins, Quincy Wrenn, Madeline
and Dale Clever, Jodi Lau, Jade Lau, Scott Caudill,
Russ Kennedy, and Wendy Cromer.
The Mission Trip group is busy learning about
the “3 S’s” of the Appalachia Service Project: sensitivity, safety, and stewardship. During the most
recent meeting, everyone had the opportunity to
learn safe usage of power tools and ladders. The
group is excited for the trip to Jonesville, Virginia,
in mid-July.

Soli Deo Gloria, Russell

Staff:

Rev. Russell B. Smith, Pastor
Rev. Stephen Eyre, Teaching Pastor
Rev. Maurice G. Mitchell, Pastoral Care
Missy Hardy, Director of Family Ministry
Roy Swanson, Director of Music
Sooyeon Baik, Pianist
Stacey Buescher, Treasurer
Donna Schoonmaker, Office Administrator
Leo Hutton, Clerk of Session
………………………………………….

Give online with your credit or debit card at
https://onrealm.org/MSPC/-/give/now

Madeira-Silverwood
Presbyterian Church
8000 Miami Ave.
Cincinnati, OH 45243
513.791.4470
www.madeirachurch.org
mspc@madeirachurch.org
Facebook: madeirachurch (live worship)
Instagram: madeirachurch
Twitter: mspchurch
Youtube: Madeirachurch

Family Ministry
Senior Celebration
Congratulations to Sarah Grace Brown and Amanda, Max, and Johnathan Renner on graduating
from Indian Hill and Sycamore
High Schools! The deacons presented the graduating seniors
with a scholarship and hosted a
reception between services on
May 22nd, and the seniors were
introduced and celebrated at
both services. During the 11:00

Fellowship Ministry
Munch Bunch—On May 12, the Munch Bunch
had a wonderful lunch at the National Exemplar.
We shared laughs and giggles for a happy time!
We were honored with two pastors (Russell and
Stephen) who made it special! Stephen’s charming
bride, Jacalyn won the door prize.
Next month the luncheon will be at the Brown
Dog in Summit Park (Blue Ash) on June 9 at
11:30. Weather permitting we will eat outside.

Looking
ahead,
on Thursday, July
14, we are
hosting a
Pastor Appreciation
luncheon
for
our
three phenomenal pastors and their incredible wives. There
are only 50 tickets and they go on sale soon in the
narthex. The event will be at Maggiano’s at
11:30am and the cost is $35 per person. Come
and show your pastors how much you care for
them. Call Donna Higdon for more information.
Worship Arts Ministry
This summer, we look forward to sharing a few
new ideas with you (and a few renewed ones).
The ideas seek to enrich our worship experience
and honor our traditions. Here are a few teasers
for what to look forward to this summer:
• Two bulletins will be available-one for each of
the two worship service styles. This should
help visitors and newcomers to easily follow
along.
• A watched drop-box will add convenience for
collecting tithes, offerings and prayer requests. This will not replace the personal
touch of traditional plate collection during
services.
• Two-person prayer partners will be reinstated
at the close of each service for anyone seeking
prayer.
• Visual enrichments in the sanctuary will
enhance worship.
We look forward to seeing you in person this
summer to worship and grow together in Christ.

ano, and organ. This premiere was conducted by
our own Adele Enns, and we were treated to
narration by Scott Caudill and Brook Perkins as
the Voice of God. You can see this presentation on
You Tube, Rumble, and Facebook if you missed it
live. The texts used are below.
Roy Swanson, Director of Music

Prayers for Healing
Mark your calendar to attend the Prayers For
Healing and Wholeness Service scheduled for Sunday afternoon at 4:00PM on June 26. We promise
it will be a special time of worship. There will be
delightful music, lovely, moving songs and lots of
time for personal prayers. Enjoy the poem below.

Genesis 1: 1-2 "In the beginning God created the
heavens and the earth. The earth was without
form and void, and darkness covered the deep,
and the Spirit of God was moving over the face of
the waters."

MOMENTS

Psalm 25:20 "Guard my life and deliver me; let me
not be put to shame, I take refuge in Thee
Genesis 3:9 "The Lord God called to the man and
said, '....Where are you?'"
Isaiah 43:1b-3 "Fear not, for I have redeemed you;
I have called you by name, you are mine. When
you pass through the waters, I will be with you;
and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm
you; when you walk through fire, you shall not be
burned, and the flame shall not consume you. For
I am the Lord you God, the Holy One of Israel,
your Savior."
Psalm 27:1 "The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? the Lord is the stronghold
of my life, so whom shall I fear?"
Psalm 27:13-14 "I believe that I shall see the
goodness of the Lord in the land of the living. Wait for the Lord; be strong let your heart
take courage; wait for the Lord"

Jeremiah 29:11-14 "For I know the plans I have
for you; plans for welfare and not for evil, to give
you a future and a hope. Then you will call upon
me and come and pray to me, and I will hear
you. You will seek me and find me; when you
seek me with all your heart, I will be found by you,
God Speaks
and I will restore your fortunes and gather you
On Sunday, May 22, we premiered a new piece of from all the nations and all the places where I
music in our sanctuary. "God Speaks" is a piece have driven you. I will bring you back to the place
written for recognition of our graduates, and it from which I sent you into exile."
interweaves scriptural passages of narration with
words spoken by God through the prophets. The Psalm 27:1 "The Lord is my light and my salvamusic combines our own musical resources, in- tion; whom shall I fear? the Lord is the stronghold
cluding choir, handbells, trumpet ensemble, pi- of my life, so whom shall I fear?"

Moments can be fleeting
Yet moments can make us feel safe.
Moments can cause us to grasp for more
Wanting the moment to linger.

Perhaps you are walking along a path
The sunlight creating patterns on the ground.
A moment of wonder.
You hold a newborn baby in your arms
A moment of joy.
You see a loved one overcome a sickness
A moment of gratefulness.
You deal with a huge problem that caused
worry
A moment of satisfaction.

so much for your continued support over the past
four years!
Digital Pilgrimage
Via Divina: The Franciscan Way, Walk. Love. Rebuild. This summer, join in a digital pilgrimage experience hosted by InterVarsity’s Faculty Ministry
team. From June 28-August 2, engage with
five audio guides that follow the path of Francis through the narrow stone streets of Assisi and
along the dirt paths of the Umbrian countryside. We will share in his journey of transformation from disillusioned youth to joy-filled fool
for Christ. You can do this wherever you live,
vacation, walk, work.
Along with Clare and their many followers, Francis'
full-hearted embodiment of the way of Jesus
sparked a deeply felt renewal within himself and
within the Church. Let the stories of Francis and
Clare, along with scripture, prayer practices, and
contemporary stories, inspire you this summer in
an experience of walking in the Divine Way (Via
Divina). Learn more at: https://
gfm.intervarsity.org/divina-franciscan-way-faculty
-ministry

Have an argument with your spouse but
resolve it
A moment of deep caring.
You forgive a hurt that happened long ago
A moment of relief and peace.
So many moments given us by a mighty God
Who loves us with an everlasting love
And calls us to Himself as his dearly loved
children.
Evelyn McCarthy, May 2022
Mission Ministry
Natalie Thompson is wrapping up her year serving
with EMI Uganda. God has revealed Himself in new
ways to her throughout her time in Uganda. Natalie
has designed site plans for Amazima Ministries Primary and Secondary schools in Jinja, a ministry
center in Kampala, a children’s home and hospital
in Karuma, and an international school in Wakiso.
These projects have shown how engineering is
needed to make the vision of a ministry possible!
Natalie has enjoyed using her engineering to design a world of hope with EMI Uganda. Thank you

Phyllis Haas’
donation of
“The Serenity
Prayer” framed
puzzle for the
prayer room.

